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 Article 14       

 Member States shall ensure that certification schemes or equivalent qualification 

schemes become or are available by 31 December 2012 for installers of small-scale 

biomass boilers and stoves, solar photovoltaic and solar thermal systems, shallow 

geothermal systems and heat pumps. Those schemes may take into account existing 

schemes and structures as appropriate, and shall be based on the criteria laid down in 

Annex IV. Each Member State shall recognise certification awarded by other 

Member States in accordance with those criteria. 

  

The RES Directive   

Focus  on certification/qualification schemes 
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 Develop recommendations to MS during their process of writing 

national schemes for quality certification or equivalent 

qualification for installers:  

 

ÇFor different technologies (solar thermal, PV, biomass, geothermal, 

heat pumps) 

 

 

ÇRelying on an interdisciplinary multistakeholder approach 

 

 

QualiCertôs objective  
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Project Coordinator: ADEME 

 

National Key Actors: 
3 others national energy agencies:  

  - KAPE (Poland) 

  - ENEA  (Italy) 

  - CRES  (Greece) 

Arsenal (Austria) 

QualitôEnR (France) 

 

Renewable energy actors - EU level: 
EREC - European Renewable Energy Council 

ESTIF - European Solar Thermal Industry Federation 

EPIA - European Photovoltaic Industry Association 

AEBIOM - European Biomass Association 

EGEC - European Geothermal Energy Council  

EHPA - European Heat Pump Association 

 

Representatives of installers - EU level: 
CEETB - European Technical Contractors Committee for the Construction Industry 

EBC - European Builders Confederation 

 

Consortium of 14 partners 
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ĄThe recommendations are now provided as a number of key ñsuccess 

criteriaò in a practical manual.  

 

They have been defined through: 

1. Analysis of existing schemes  
ï Extensive review of existing certification/qualification/label schemes for RES installers in 

Europe and outside Europe 

ï Identification of their main legal, institutional, technical, economic and communication-

related features 

 

2. Drafting of identified success criteria 

 

3. Widespread consultation to validate the results and identify which criteria are 

compatible (or not) with national contexts: 

ï With national stakeholders (Austria, France, Greece, Italy, Poland) 

ï With installers associations, RES industry, authorities in charge of training, energy 

agencies, etc. 

 

 

 QualiCertôs progress  



Political endorsement 

 

The comments received were incorporated into the Manual 

Qualicert, which was presented to the major European 

stakeholders, through two different series of meetings: 

 

1.The national roundtables 

 

2.The implementation workshop 

 

 Final EU conference in Brussels ï 8 December  
 



The Manual 

ü Proposes recommendations to Member States during 

their process of drafting national certification or 

equivalent qualification schemes 

 

ü In order to have a common framework that can be 

translated into the different national realities and that 

ensures that European schemes are mutually 

recognisable  

 



Structure Manual 

ü The state of the art of certification/equivalent qualification 

at European and national level  

 

ü Analysis of identified "key success criteriaò 

 

ü Sectoral specificities and best practice examples 

 

ü Conclusions on how to define a common approach and 

ensure mutual recognition 

 



Findings 

üHeterogeneous set of certification/equivalent qualification schemes  

 

üMostly new schemes 

 

BUT 

 
Acknowledged importance of implementing a quality scheme 
in order to: 

 

improve the quality of RES installations 

develop installation standards and best practices 

increase the consumersô confidence 

give access to a network of qualified installers 

 


